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TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1917-1918 


Moderator 
LINDLEY F. WYMAN 


Selectmen 
THOMAS W. HARVELL GEORGE L. GOODALE 
CHARLES L. CHASE 


School Board 
FANNIE L. CLARK RICHARD D. WARE 
W. W. SLOAN 


Town ‘Treasurer 


F. W. BROWN 


Tax Collector 
MELVIN W. PERRY 


Town Clerk 
W. W. SLOAN 


Road Agent 
JOHN H. DODGE 


Auditors 
W. D. CLARK CHARLES P. DODGE 


Supervisors of Check List 
HAROLD H. WILKINS F. W. BROWN 
MARTIN W. CARPENTER 


Health Officer 
L. F. WYMAN 


Police 
BARNEY MUNSON, Chief JAMES H. BARKER 


Fire Ward 
W. W. SLOAN, Chief FeO. STEVENS 
Cube WELLS 


Forest Fire Ward 
W. W. SLOAN 


Trustees of Trust Funds 
JONATHAN §&. LEWIS RICHARD D. WARE 
FRANK TAYLOR 


a 
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Warrant for Town Meeting. 


To the Inhabitants of the Town of Amherst, N. H., in 
the County of Hilsborough, in said State, 
qualified to vote in Town Affairs. 


You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall 
in said Amherst, on Tuesday, the twelfth day of March 
next, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon 
the following subjects: 


1. ‘To choose all necessary town officers for the year 
ensuing. 


2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary 
to defray town charges for the ensuing year, and make 
appropriation of the same. 


3. To raise such sums of money as may be neces- 
sary for repairing highways and bridges and make ap- 
propriation for the same. 


4. ‘To raise and appropriate such sums of money as 
may be necessary for maintenance of town poor. 

5. To see what sum of money the town will raise 
and appropriate to pay the town debt. 


6. To see what sum of money the town will raise 
and appropriate for Memorial Day. 


7. ‘To see what sum of money the town will raise 
and appropriate for sidewalks. 


8. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
firewards to purchase some kind of a motor driven 
truck for fire purposes and raise and appropriate money 
for the same. 


g. ‘To see if the town will vote to raise and appro- 
priate the sum of $75 to be used in care of common. 


10. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro- 
priate the sum of $150 to control the white pine blister 
disease. 


11. ‘To see what sum of money the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for the extermination of gypsy 
moths. 


12. To see if the town will vote to exempt Geo. K. 
Walker, Wallace Raymond and U. W. Kidder and Harry 
Heath from doomage and over tax. 


13. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Se- 
lectment to appoint the Road Agent. 


14. To hear the reports of all town officers, agents 
and committees and pass any vote relating thereto. 


15. ‘To transact any other business that may legally 
come before said meeting. 


Given under our hands and seal, this twenty-third 
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and eighteen. 

THOMAS W. HARVELL, 
GEORGE L. GOODALE, 
CHARLES L. CHASE, 
Selectmen of Amherst. 
A true copy of warrent—Attest. 


INVENTORY OF TAXABLE PROPERTY 


Improved and unimproved land $848,695 
Horses, 255 29,215 
Mules, 1 100 
Cows, 460 25,240 
Other neat stock 2,870 
Sheep, 24 130 
Hogs, 19 275 
Fowls [,211 
Vehicles and automobiles 15,285 
Portable mills 1,100 
Wood and lumber. not stock in trade 33,155 
Municipal bonds and notes 47,307 
Stock in National banks 5,050 
Money on hand at interest or on deposit 5,598 
Stock in trade 10,880 
Aqueducts 700 
Doomage 24,630 
$1,050,106 
Number of polls 231 
Amount exempt for soldiers $8100 


THOMAS W. HARVELL, 
GEORGE L. GOODALE, 
CHARLES L. CHASE, 


Report of Selectmen 


Town Officers 


L. F. Wyman, moderator $ 5 00 
T. W. Harvell, rst selectman I52 00 
G. L. Goodale, 2nd selectman IIQ 00 
C. L. Chase, 3rd selectman IIO 0O 
W. W. Sloan, town clerk 75 00 
F. W. Brown, town treasurer 75 00 
M. W. Perry, tax collector 70 OO 
‘T. W.°Harvell, overseer poor 13 50 
H. H. Wilkins, supervisor ’16 & '17 IO 0O 
M. B. Carpenter, supervisor 1917 5 00 
F. W. Brown, supervisor 1917 5 00 
W. D. Clark, auditor 1916 & 1917 IO 00 
C. P. Dodge, ‘auditor 1916 & 1917 IO 00 
L. F. Wyman, sexton 20 50 
W. W. Sloan, fire ward I5 00 
AG). Stevens, fire ward IO 00 
C. F. Wells, fire ward IO OO 


aN Going, clerk of Trust funds 50 00 
C. W. Going, Bal. Tax Collector’s 


salary, 1917 gO 00 
$855 00 
Schools 
Schools $7,871 44 
Town Library 
Paid Mrs. Flora Hanson $300 00 


EN Board of Health 
W. B.z fete Philbrick dog case $ 


2 OO 
Dr. Burns 7 5 00 
L. F. Wyman 10 00 
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Memorial Day 


Payed Daniel Peabody $75 00 
Town Hall 
‘A ae Sa naa © $35 36 
Willard Brown, sawing wood I 50 
R. H. Prince, 1 cord wood 3 00 
Chas. A. Hoyt, chairs R376 
A. L. Martin, supplies 7 85 
L. Fuller, wood 15 00 
A. W. Converse, setting glass I 58 
F. T. Boutell, setting glass 2 59 
W. W. Sloan, care town hall 50 00 
aa ae okt hOLOS 
Town Clock 
W. W. Sloan, care clock $15 00 
D. A. Warren, repairs I 50 
een $16 50 


Street Lights 


Paid M. lL. & P. Co. $696 63 
D. W. Brown, care traffic lights 21 05 

errr ae way AWE: 
Notes and Interest 


Paid Souhegan National Bank $5,000 00 
Principal and interest 1,244 08 


$6,244 08 
State Tax 
State Tax . $2,218 50 


County Tax 
County Tax $1,850 19 
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Water Bills 


Paid: 
John Hanson $ 2 00 
be Calay lor 6 00 
Mrs. E. W. Nichols 32 00 
E,. H. Peaslee 2 00 
Amherst Aqueduct Co. 28 00 
C. P. Wheeler 3 00 
H. T. Harvell 2 00 
Frank Hartshorn 2 00 
Fire Department 
Mes Geetha Co: be GigetO) 
L. F. Wyman, firemen’s pay 200 00 
W. W. Sloan, care engine house 60 00 
W. W. Sloan, shovel’g out hydrants Io 77 
Charles O’ Neil, shovel’g out hydrants 7 oOo 
A. L. Martin, supplies 18 18 
F. C. Taylor, supplies 61 69 
West & Perry, supplies I 30 
Lemuel Fuller, wood ZOO 
W. R. White, watching fires 5 00 
W. D. Clark, auto 5 00 


Forest Fires 


W. W. Sloan, fire ward $25 00 
Paid town of Milford 4 75 


Highways and Bridges 
Paid J. H. Dodge $4,398 61 


Paid A. L. Martin 295 43 


Snow Bills 
Paid J. H. Dodge 


$78 00 


$382 04 


$29 75 


$4,694 04 


$667 93 
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Trunk Line Road Repairs 


F. H. Stearns $824 19 
F. H. Holbrook, old bill for gravel 14 00 


Cemetery 
L. F. Wyman $234 95 
D. N. Broom a8 
F. C. Taylor : 9 97 
E. S. Robinson, old cemetery 30 00 
Milford Machine Co., gas engine 102 39 
C. R. Russell, surveying I2 00 
W. L. Cross, labor 4 00 
H. T. Harvell, mowing cemetery 2 00 
Town Poor 
P. B. Flint | $ 66 00 
Mrs. Carl Pearson TIO OO 
Mrs. Ellen Sawtelle IIO 00 
Mrs. Fred Wilson 30 00 
County Poor 
Dr. Burns, medical attendance $76 15 — 
Dr. Hinds, for prisoners 4 00 
For getting Keyser to Goffstown 50 
A. L. Martin for Mrs. Keyser 70 31 
C. W. Going, taking Mrs. Mitchell 
to Grasmere 4 00 
Soldiers’ Aid 
O. P. Smith $90 00 
Mrs. Lovejoy for Mrs. Stevenson 62 66 


Police Account 


enning's $46 18 


W. E. J 
A. L. Martin 17 00 


$838 19 


$398 56 


$316 00 


$154 96 


$152 66 


i3 


John J. Monteith, Philbrick case 3 00 
W. B. Bird 475 
4H Barker" 8 00 


Ov Wer lark auto 2 50 


Printing and Stationery 


W. B. & A. B. Rotch $88 15 
Harry Burtt 15 39 
Annie E. White, transfers 3 70 
Edson C. Eastman 12 26 
G. L. Goodale, stamps and ledger I 60 
F. W. Brown, stationery geal 
A. L. Martin, writing pads 30 
Emma L,. Clark, clerical work 21 25 
Thomas W. Harvell, stamps and en- 

velopes 2 67 


Care of Common 


Charles Pettingale $12 88 
C. P. Dodge, cleaning up Park 24 00 
Augustus Smith, cleaning up Park 8 00 
H. A. Nelson, mowing Common 7 50 
FE. A. Towns, mowing streets and 


Common I4 00 


Dump Lot Account 


R. H. Prince, 9 acres land $100 00 
J. H. Dodge, cutting brush 5 50 
Chas. Pherson, sign boards I 00 


Resetting Cannon 
J. H. Dodge, labor and stock 


Spraying 


E. S. Robinson $189 92 
A. L. Martin, supplies 9 96 


$81 43 


$148 53 


$66 38 


$106 50 


$63 72 
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J. B. Varick Co., arsenate lead 46 00 

W. F. French, moth picker 85 
Insurance 

W. B. Rotch $IIO 50 

Kittredge & Prescott 79 25 


Moulton Account 


Mrs. Moulton $500 00 
Dr. Burns I5 00 
L,. F. Wyman, for burial W. Moulton 72 00 
Kittredge & Prescott 27 00 


Tree Warden 
E. S. Robinson 


Dog Damage 
W. E. Bernard 


New Appraisal of Property 


T. W. Harvell, services 1st selectman $91 00 
G. L. Goodale, services 2nd selectman QI 00 
C. L. Chase, services 3rd selectman QI 00 
W. 


D. Clark, auto I 00 


Abatement 1916 Taxes 
Non-Resident : 


Martha L. Harris $ 1 95 
Ae CD ACNE I 47 
R. and A. D. O’Neil U0 72 
Charles H. Dickerman 4 37 
Charles Read I 25 
Fred Wheeler 6 24 
S. C .Willey 68 25 


Enoch Boutiber 78 


$246 73 


$189 75 


$614 00 


$173 50 


$2 50 


$274 00 


aby 


erie aw Cab ebiunie 
George H. Stimson 
Cost of advertising 


Resident : 
Paul H. Yunggebower 
William Jennings 
Sarah Parker 
Mary Sullivan 
Abbie Wheeler 
Joseph Burgeson 
J. R. Jefferson 
Ji oe Bell 
H. D. & E. H. Caldwell 
aur arrent 
W. Hutchinson 
Joseph Burgeson 
William Calman 
John Davis 
John Elliott 
James P. Hanlon 
BK, A. Merrill 
J. M. Peacock 
Andrew Faber 
George Summers 
Daniel Summers 
A. S. Stoddard, school tax 
EK. A. Parkhurst, sold lot 
Wallingford Heirs 
Lewis Aimini, over tax 
Smith Berry, over tax 
George Bills 
Calsam Mangoli 
Raymond & Handly 


Miscellaneous 


W. W. Goodale, for cow poisoned 
A. L. Keyes, treasurer’s bond 
J. H. Dodge, drawing flag pole 


R. H. Prince, trip to Nashua and old 


tax account 


$111 72 


$341 12 
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N. E. Telephone Co. 4 45 
A. L. Keyes, bonds, collector and 

trustees © 42 OO 
W. W. Sloan, births and deaths IO 25 
T. W. Harvell, bounty on hedgehogs 1 80 
W. L. Cross, damage to wagon Q 50 


$153 90 


THOMAS W. HARVELL, 
GEORGE L. GOODALE, 
CHARLES L. CHASE, 


Selectmen. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the fore- 
going account and find it correctly cast and properly 
vouched. ~ 

WILLIAM D. CLARK, 
CHARLES P. DODGE, 
Auditors. 


iY 


Report of Town Treasurer 


Dr. 


Balance in treasury, Feb. 15, 1917 $1,547 98 
C. W. Going, collector taxes (1915 


property sold) 75 00 
C. W. Going, collector taxes (1916 

taxes) 3,213 15 
Abby Wheeler (part 1916 taxes) 15 00 
M. W. Perry, collector taxes (1917 

taxes ) 16,150 00 
County Commissioners (Soldiers’ 

aid, 1916 96 00 
County Commissioners (Paupers | 

1916) QI 06 
Insurance tax cited 
Railroad tax 885 16 
Savings Bank tax 2,041 81 
Literary fund 141 84 
School fund 1,020 0O 
Interest on Fisk highway fund 76 52 
Souhegan National Bank 16,500 00 
State Treasurer : 

Highway Dept. 65 67 

Forestry Dept. (fire bills) 8 88 

Forestry Dept. I 38 
Junk licenses 14 00 
Bowling alley license I5 00 
Rent of town hall 62 00 
Frank A. Smith, for dump lot 100 0O 
Dog licenses 162 20 
Fred E. Cooley (for pump) 5 00 
L. F. Wyman (for 6 cemetery lots) 18 00 

eres hd 2, 300940 
ie 

Paid on Selectmen’s orders $40,992 21 
Cash in treasury Feb. 1, 1918 1337.10 


$42,309 40 


—s 
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Recapitulation 1917 


Whole amount received $42,309 40 
Paid on orders of Selectmen 40,992 21 
Cash in treasury : $1,317 19 
Uncollected taxes 1917 2 25 Ty7 1 
| 34,598, 00 
Notes outstanding : 
Souhegan National Bank $10,500 00 
Souhegan National Bank 1,000 00 
Trustees trust funds 31535 00 
mere | pI 5,035 (00 
Town’s indebtedness $10,437 10 
FREDERICK W. BROWN, 
Treasurer. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the fore- 
going account and find it correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 

WILLIAM D. CLARK, 
CHARLES P. DODGE, 
Auditors. 
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Report of Tax Collector 


REPORT OF COLLECTOR 1016 


Amount of taxes to collect $20,506 96 
Amount collected 19,998 60 
Due Treasurer ——— $508 36 
Amount due $508 36 
Extra tax 49 35 
Interest I9I5 AF 21 
Interest 1916 3 36 41 
Total due ——— $621 33 
Paid Treas, abatement $341 12 
Paid Treas., cash 280 21 
ee Reo 
C. W. GOING, 


Tax Collector. 


REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR, 1917 


Dr. 
To amount of tax as assessed $19,366 31 
To amount of extra tax 65 40 
ist PAO 4a bal 
Cr. 
By amt. paid town treasurer $16,150 00 


Uncollected & in hands of Collector 3,281 71 
———— $19,431 71 
M. W. PERRY, 
Collector. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the fore- 
going account and find it correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 

WILLIAM D. CLARK, 
CHARLES P. DODGE, 
Auditors. 
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Report of Road Agent 


J. H. DODGE, Road Agent, 


In account with Town of Amherst 


Dr. 


Rece’d. from Town Treasurer as or- 


der of the Selectmen 
Loan of Pump 
Dynamite sold 
Plank sold 
Wheels sold 


ors 


Frank Bills 
George A. Parker 
William Moulton 
Walter Converse 
Austin Merrill 
Henry Stockwell 
Benjamin Monson 
Horace T. Harvell 
Fred Hubbard 
Fred Reilley 
James E. Caldwell 
Gustaf Peterson 
Charles Pherson 
Richard Hare 
James N. Peach 
E. H. Peaslee , 
Good Roads Mch. Co. 
H. P. Odell 

EK. A. Seabury 
Albert Hodges 
Milford Mch. Works 
C. W. Keith 


$4,411 67 


Donnelly Iron Works 


Leh <Clark 

Charles Green 
Amherst Granite Co. 
H. A. Nelson 


Frank Hartshorn Co. 


A. L. Martin 

H. A. Junkins 
Lemuel Fuller 

F. D. West 
Charles Wetherbee 
Tonella & Sons 
John B. Varick 
Kendall & Wilkins 
Mary J. Campbell 
Melvin Wooley 

D. N. Broome 

ky. A. Noyes 
West & Perry 

H. C. Blandin 

A. W. Ogden 

P. M. Odell 

Fred Kimball 

Levi Stockwell 
Harry Adams 

W. M. Chandler 
Mrs. A. N. Morang 
Charles P. Wheeler 
L. A. Hutchinson 
George L. Goodale 
Adams Parkhurst 
L. F. Wyman 

H. J. Cochran 
Leonard Stockwell 
C. W. Jenkins 

B. & M. Freight 
J. A. Hanson 

F. C. Taylor 

H. A. Piper 

H. H. Parkhurst 
C. M. Barrett 
Thomas W. Harvell 
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J. H. Dodge 
J. H. Dodge, four horses 


J. H. Dodge, team carrying help 


469 07 
785 56 
107 50 


Respectfullw submitted, 
J. H. DODGE. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the fore- 
going account and find it correctly cast and properly 


vouched. 


WILLIAM D. CLARK, 
CHARLES P. DODGE, 


SNOW ACCOUNT 


Dr. 


Amt. received of Town ‘l‘reasurer 


on orders of Selectmen 


or. 


H. A. Junkins 

S. F. Merrill 

E.. H. Peaslee 
Richard Hare 
George Mayhew 
H. A. Nelson 

F. H. Stearns 
John C. Woolley 
J. A. Hanson 
Mark Bennett 
Thomas W. Harvell 
B. W. Prince 
Charles O’Neil 
Paul Whiting 
Heo Cochtan 
Fred W. Hubbard 
W. B. Crooker 
W. A. Moulton 


$ 4 50 
14 20 
II 40 
32 13 
SUaD 
22 40 
4 50 

I 50 
13450 
One 
143 31 
5 00 
10 35 
2 00 
6 00 
21 65 
12 85 


Die 


Auditors. 


$667 93 


fk 


P.M Odell 17 40 
EK. F. Kirmmse 3 90 
Harry Boutelle Q 90 
W. E. Jennings 10 80 
D. T. Trombly 6 90 
Horace Hanson . 7 80 
F. W. Noyes IO 20 
Grace Webb McMenimen IO 50 
Henry Hayward Q7 AI 
Howard R. Locke 15 15 
F. T. Boutelle I 00 
_J. E. Fowle 30 40 
W. M. Chandler 22 65 
Leon B. Bryant 3 50 
Frank Hartshorn Co. 40 65 
Philip Fuller 21 00 
W. L. Cross 37 93 
J. H. Dodge 45 80 
Sa eee HOO ANOS 
Respectfullw submitted, 
J. H. DODGE. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the fore- 
going account and find it correctly cast and properly 
vouched. | 
WILLIAM D. CLARK, 
CHARLES P. DODGE, 

Auditors, 
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Trust Funds of the Town of Amherst 


For Cemetery Purposes 


| Principal Income 
Amoskeag Savings Bank $1800 00 


Legacy Clara M. Parker 100 OO 

Legacy Nancy Moulton 50 00 3 

Accrued income to Nov. 6, 1916 $330 26 

Income to Jan. 1, 1918 63 83 

Mechanics Savings Bank 2,200 00 

Legacy Betsey Patterson 100 00 

Accrued income to Nov. 4, 1916 457 43 

Income to Jan. 1, 1918 106 28 

Note of Town of Amherst 3,535 00 

Nichols gift, in hands Town Treas. 75 OO 

Interest 120 33 
Principle on hand $7,860 00 .$1,078 13 

Expenses for care of lots 195 90 
Income on hand $882 23 


E. D. Boylston Fund for Cemetery Purposes 


Prin. in New Hampshire Sav. Bank $300 00 ° 


Bal. accrued interest on hand $14 37 
Paid care of lots 675 
Balance on hand, income $7 62 


Joel Parker Fund, Care of Lot 
Balance, if any, to Town Library 


Principal, Amoskeag Sav. Bank $1,000 00 
Interest $20 00 


$20 00 
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Paid care of lot $10 OO 
Paid Library 10 00 
ee 20 00 
Aaron Lawrence School Fund 
Principal City Guarantee Sav. B’k. $1,542 32 
Accrued income $95 67 
Interest to Jan. 1918 32 74 
$128 41 
Paid to Town Treasurer 128 41 
Principal, all funds $28,202 32 
Income for year, all funds $927 49 
Accrued income from all funds $1,268 77 
Cash on deposit Souhegan Nat’l B’k $191 64 
Fiske Highway Fund 
Principal, Merrimack Savings B’k $2,000 00 
Accrued income from last account $87 73 
Interest 76 52 
$164 25 
Paid Town Treasurer 164 25 
Lucretia Lawrence School Fund 
To be expended for Prizes and Gifts 
Principal in 5 shares Northern R. 
R. stock $500 00 
Income invested in 1 share of same $100 00 
Due from Town Treas. dividends as 
shown in last account 52 74 


Due from Town Treasurer divi- 
dends_ collected during past 
year, amount unknown 


$152 74 
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Spalding School Fund 


Principal as follows: 

15 shares Peterboro R. R. at par $1,500 00 
2000 City of Nashua bonds 2,000 OO 
2000 City of Laconia bonds 2,000 00 
Deposit Amoskeag Savings Bank 1,500 00 
Deposit New Hampshire Sav. B’k. 3,000 00 


$10,000 OO 

Acrued income $292 07 
Interest Amoskeag 47:70 
Interest N. H. Savings Bank 68 40 
Dividends Peterboro R. R. 60 00 
Interest on bonds 200 OO 
$668 26 

Paid to School Dist. Treas 679 86 
Bal. income on hand $8 40 


Mary P. Nutt Fund for High School Purposes 
Prin. in New Hampshire Sav. B’k $5000 00 


Income $131 60 
Paid School. Dist. Treas. 125 00 

Bal. of income $6 60 
Accrued income $5 61 


JONATHAN S. LEWIS, 
FRANK C. TAYLOR, 
RICHARD D. WARE. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the fore- 
going account and find it correctly cast. 
WeSD VCUARK: 
Cte OCB. 
Auditors, 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OFc THE 


AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY 


Officers 


President, Charles P. Dodge 
Secretary and Treasurer Mrs. Flora A. Hanson 
Librarian appointed by trustees Mrs. Alice M. Wyman 


Trustees 
Mrs. Flora A. Hanson - ‘Term expires March 1918 
Rev. Jonathan Lewis ‘i is 0 1918 
Mis Lucy R. Fletcher “s 7 IQIQ 
Harold H. Wilkins sf 2 ‘ IQI9 
Mrs. Jennie Walker - A ‘s 1920 
Charles P. Dodge * i ; 1920 


The Trustees herewith submit their annual report 
which shows no material change in circulation, cards 1is- 
sued or families represented. The number of volumes 
added during the year shows a marked increase over 
pevious years. The grounds have been kept in the us- 
ual fine condition and library matters in general seem to 
be very satisfactory. During the year Mrs. George A. 
Spaulding presented the Library a portrait of her fath- 
er, Rev. Josiah G. Davis, who during his lifetime took 
great interest in library affairs and was instrumental in 
placing the institution on its solid foundation. 


Statistics of the Year 


Number of books issued 5,493 
Number of magazines issued 1,705 

Total circulation 7,198 
Number of books non fiction 506 
Number of books fiction : 4,927 


Books taken by adults 4,204 
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Books taken by juveniles 1,289 
Number of cards issued 321 
Number of families represented , 102 
Number of volumes donated 138 
Number of volumes purchased 53 
Number of volumes purchased to replace 7 
Number of magazines bound 20 
Public documents 17 
Total additions 228 
Total number of volumes Feb. 1, 1918 6036 


The Parker Fund 


From the town treasurer there was received $44.67 
with which 38 volumes have been purchased. 


The Osgood Bequest 


From the bequest of $50 left to the Amherst Town 
Library in 1909 by Mrs. Sarah A. Osgood, 23 volumes 
have been purchased. Fourteen of these were Cam- 
bridge History of English Literature. 


General Gifts 


Miss Hardy 63 volumes 
Mrs. N. S. Bean : 14 iS 
Miss Tripp 13 bi 
R. W. Babson II : 
R: Dy Ware II “ 


Oscar Schaffer 

Warren Upham 

Nashua Library 

Mrs. G. A. Spalding 

Miss H. Spalding 

Unknown 

Mrs. C. P. Dodge 

O. G. Hammond 

F. A. Smith 

American Magazine, gift ; 
Christian Science Journal, Eddy fund 
Delineator, Mr. Foss | 
Guernsey Breeders’ Journal, gift of Pub. 


HEH eNNHWARUNY 
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Literary Digest, L. F. Wyman 

Milford Cabinet, Col. W. B. Rotch 

Official bulletins, May I0, 1917, to Jan. 24, 1918 

Old Colony Memorial, 1917, Dr. C. Prince 

Review of Reviews and other magazines, R. D. Ware 

Rockefeller Foundation Annual Report 1916 

Signs of the times, gift 

Pamphlets 61 

Mrs. George W. Nichols: New England Courant, Feb. 
11, 1723, Village Messenger, Sept. 6, 1796, and other 
papers of interest 


Magazines 


The list of magazines is as follows, volumes bound 
last year being indicated by an asterisk. 


American Boy 

American Magazine 

Atlantic* 

Century Magazine* 

Christian Science Journal 

Delineator 

Granite Monthly 

Guernsey Breeders iret! 

Harper’s Magazine* 

Ladies’ Home Journal 

Literary Digest 

Little Folks (American Edition) * 

Munsey 

Popular Mechanics* 

Review of Reviews* 

Scribner* 

St. Nicholas* 

World’s Work* 

Youth’s Companion 

A list of books added during the year may be secured 
of the librarian. 

The treasurer’s report follows. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THE TRUSTEES, 
By the President. 
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LIBRARY TREASURER’S REPORT 


AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY 


In acount with Flora A. Hanson, Treasurer 


Dye 
Balance $ 73 39 
Appropriation 300 00 
Parker Fund IO 00 
Fines 4 18 
Gift 3 I 50 
$389 07 
re 
Librarian $50 00 
Janitor 25 00 
Books 67 65 
Magazines aT50 
Fuel : 57 62 
Care of grounds 39 50 
Binding 50 27 
Lighting I2 51 
Printing 5 00 
Typewriting cards 4 39 
Cleaning Library 5 00 
Postage, supplies and express 14 58 
Balance 20r05s2: 
$389 07 
FLORA A. HANSON, 
Treasurer. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the fore- 
going account and find it correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 

WILLIAM D. CLARK, 
CHARLES P! DODGE, 
Auditors. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL BOARD, SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS AND DISTRICT 
TREASURER 


OF 


AMHERST, N, H. 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


PEBRUARY 15, 1918 


WARRANT FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town 
of Amherst, County of Hillsborough, qualified to vote 
in district affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in 
said District on the 12th day of March 1918 at two 
o’clock in the afternoon to act on the following subjects: 

1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year. 

2. To chose a Clerk for the ensuing year. 

3. To choose a member of the School Board for the 
ensuing year. 

4. ‘To choose a member of the School Board for the 
ensuing three years. 

5. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com- 
mittees or Officers heretofore chosen and pass any vote 
relating thereto. 

7. To choose Agents, Auditors, Committees in rela- 
tion to any subject embraced in this warrant. 

8. To see how much money the District will raise 
and appropriate for the support of schools. 

g. ‘To see how much money the District will raise 
and appropriate for repairs and furnishing of school 
houses. 

10. To see how much money the District will raise 
and appropriate for salaries of the Officers of the School 
District. 

11. To see if the District will vote to adopt the pro- 
visions of chapter 83, Laws of 1913, providing for Med- 
ical Inspection of schools. 

12. To see if the District will vote to pay the tuition 
of Classical students in another High School or raise 
and appropriate $550 to engage an extra teacher to ac- 
complish this object in the local High School. 

13 To transact any other business that may legally 
come before said meeting. 

Given under our hands this 25th day of February, 
1918. 

WILLIAM W. SLOAN, 

FANNIE L. CLARK, 

JONATHAN S&S. LEWIS, 
School Board. 
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REPORT OF DISTRICT TREASURER 


Dr. 


Tovbaloain treasury, Peboi15; 717 + $ 220 03 
Amt. required by law to be raised 2,392 50 


Additional amount voted 3,081 40 
Amt. assessed to pay for books and 

supplies 600 00 
Amt. assessed for salaries and ex- | 

penses of district officers 120 00 
Amt. assessed to pay for flags and 

appurtenances 25 00 
Amt. of Literary Fund received from 

the State; Dec. 1917 141 84 
Amt. rec’d from State treasury: 

For Dist. Supt. 539 00 

For suport of schools 481 00 
Amount from local funds: 

Lawrence Prize Fund 36 00 

Nutt Fund 125 00 

Spalding Fund 758 82 


Rec’d from dog licenses, April ’ 17 go 70 

Loan from Souhegan Nat’l Bank 2,000 00 

Donation of 8 months’ salary as 
member of School Board, for R. 


D. Ware 20 00 

Sale of shop-work at School 1 50 

Raised for repairs & remodeling, ’17 400 00 

Rec'd. from tuition* 299 50 
Pees eesriviateag 


*This amount represents $40 from the town of Hol- 
lis, $240 from Mont Vernon, and $19.50 from the Bed- 
ford school district. 
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or. 

Administration 
By paid salaries of school board $ gO 00 
Clerical expenses of school board Veet 
Salaries of treas., clerk, auditors 39 00 
Supt.’s salary (one-half pd. by state) 565 33 
School enumeration account 95 
Other expenses of administration 8 53 

Instruction 

Teachers’ salaries $5,777 83 

Text books, maps, etc., scholars’ sup- 
plies and reference books 622 93 
Flags and appurtenances 7 OO 
Graduation exercises and printing IQ 30 


Operation of School Plant 


Janitor service $348 60 
Fuel 460 31 
Water oe, | 6 00 
Light and powe 26 95 
Janitors’ supplies 8 35 
Minor repairs on buildings, etc 187 47 


Rep’rs & replacement of equipment 82 53 


Other expenses of operation 9g 00 


Auxilliary Agencies 


Transportation of pupils $887 00 
Elementary school tuit’n (Milford) 229 50 


Fixed Charges 


Insurance $106 40 
Rent | 50 00 


$711 O02 


$6,427 06 


$1,129 21 


$1,116 50 


$156 40 
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Outlay for Alterations and New Equipment 


Alteration on old buildings $261 95 
New equipment 50 51 
SL ok po AG 
Balance in treasury* VAZ2.O4 
$11,331 29 


*Since the School District have borrowed $2000, 
there is in reality a deficit of $527.36 


Administration 


W. W. Sloan, salary school board $30 00 
Fannie L. Clark, salary school board 30 00 


R. D. Ware, salary school board 20 OO 
Jno. 5. Lewis, salary school board IO 00 
Clerical exp. of school board Fe21 
Frederick W. Brown, treas. school 

district 30 00 
School enumeration 95 
Arthur B. Rotch, Supt’s salary 565 33 
Other exp. of administration 8 53 

—— $702 02 
Instruction 


Salary per month: 
F. C. Bradford, $111.08 
Marguerite Whitney, $61.11 
Maud G. Murphy, $61.11 
Florence L. Margot, $58 
Ruth E. Whittemore, $48 
Ethel Wright, $48 
Ruth Boudreau, $44 
None F. Kennedy, $52 
Lois $. Patterson, $48 
Bertha L. Piper, $48 
Roxy M. Dunbar, $40 
Addie P. Forbes, $44 
W. J. Nelson, $111.08 
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Ruth O. Smith, $61.08 
Ruth H. Hall, $61.08 
Ruth M. Ricker, $61.08 
Ruth Whittemore, $48 
Abbie E. Kendall, $52 
Katherine S$. Stinson, $44 
Mildred Hunnewell, $48 
Gertrude FE. Tarbell, $44 
Charles F. Wyman, $24 
R. S. Jenkins, $111.08 
Cora E. Holbrook, $48 


$5,777 83 
Text books 224 &2 
Reference books, maps, etc. 66 64 
Scholars supplies aareAg 
Flags and appurtenances 7 OO 
Graduation exercises, etc. IQ 30 
seagate $6427.06 
Janitor Service 
Paid per week: 
Chas. F. Wyman, $6, No. 1 
Ernest Burgeson, 35c, No. 2 
Edna Goodale, 35c, No. 3 
Frank W. Crooker, 35c, No. 5 
Henry W. Robinson, 35c, No. 9 
Harold McKinley, 35c, No. ro 
Vena L. Wooley, 35c, No. 3 
On occasion several of the teach- 
ers, when necessary, have done 
janitor service at the usual rates: 
$348 60 
Fuel 
Chas. O’Neill, sawing eas l 3S 
Newton Stockwell, sawing 3 00 
Edw. Town, teaming 50 
H. T. Harvell, wood 18 00 
Carl W. Prince, sawing i I oO 
D. Whiting & Sons, coal II 00 
Asabel Morang, sawing I oO 
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$460 31 


George I. Mayhew, wood 6 00 
Haseltine & Caldwell, coal 24 83 
Frank C. Taylor, coal 279 23 
Wm. J. McKenzie, wood I2 00 
Ernest N. Hill, sawing 2 50 
Thos. W. Harvell, wood 40 OO 
Ernest H. Peaslee, wood I5 00 
John F. Pesterfield, sawing 3 50 
Lemuel Fuller, wood 35 75 
Chas. F. Upham, wood 1G 
G. W. Woolley, sawing — 4 00 
Minor Repairs to Buildings, Etc., Upkeep of Grounds 
Geo. E. Parker, broken window $ 80 
None F. Kennedy, setting glass. 50 
J. Hodge Est., window sash I 30 
C. F. Wyman, repairs 61 59 
eal wcochrany repairs 3 50 
Walter White I 60 
John P. Fletcher, shingles 3 80 
H. A. Nelson, teaming flag pole 2 50 
C. A. Baker, lock repairs 75 
E. S. Robinson, spraying 3 00 
Albert W. Hodges 10 80 
West & Perry, supplies 14 52 
Geo. W. Moore, damper 20 
F. T. Boutelle, painting, etc 28 85 
F. C. Taylor, plumbing, etc. 53 76 


$187 47 


Repairs and Replacement of Equipment 


Am. Seating Co. $18 60 
Emerson & Son, shades, cord, etc , 63 30 
oe Ras Barber, scrim 


Transportation of Pupils 


W. D. Clark $328 00 
Levi Raymond 136 00 
George A. Trow IOI OO 


$82 53 
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West & Perry QI OO 
Levi Stockwell — 68 00 
Albert A. Willey 60 00 
J. W. Morse 49 OO 
Paul Yungebauer 34 00 
B. & M. R. R. I2 00 
B. F. Jacobson 8 00 


Alterations of the Old Buildings 
David N. Broome, building supply 


"room $30 00 
F. T. Boutelle, painting supply room 5 90 
B. W. Prince, carp work & stock 57 38 
Hubbard Sash & Blind Co . I2 55 
F. D. Cook Lumber Co. 34 50 
Edward O’Neill, labor 21 38 
L. F. Wyman, stock and labor 32 40 
H. J. Cochran, stock and labor 43 87 
Frank Hartshorn Co. 23 97 


New Equipment 


W. F. French $13 41 
Bergami Hardware & Electric Co. Tred 
R. H. Prince, lumber 2 50 
W. W. Sloan, express Gig ws 
Kenny Bros. & Wolkins, chairs 24 00 


$887 00 


$261 95 


$56 51 


FREDERICK W. BROWN, 


LAWRENCE PRIZE FUND 
| Income — 
Dr; 
Bal. in treasury, Feb. 16, 1917 $64 QI 
Rec’d. from Northern R. R. 36 00 


Treasurer. 


\ 


$100 OI 
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Cr: 
W. P. Goodman, books $30 61 
Balance in treasury 64 30 
——— $100 QI 
FREDERICK W. BROWN, 
Treasurer. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the fore- 
going account and find it correctly cast and properly 
vouched. 

WILLIAM D. CLARK, 
CHARLES Pa DODGE, 
Auditors. 


Since the treasurer’s financial report was audited 
there has been paid to the Souhegan National Bank the 
sum of $1878.12. This repays most of the $2000 which 
was borrowed from the bank. Therefore the deficit for 
the year is only $121.88 
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Estimated Expenditures for Support of 
1918—Sept. IgI9Q. 


Salaries School Board $ 135 
Other expenses of School Board 10 
Salaries of other District Officers 65 
Superintendent’s salary and expenses 846 
Truant Officer and census 10 
Regular teachers’ salaries 9,200 
Text books 200 
Reference books, maps, & apparatus 150 
Scholars’ supplies 600 
Flags Ke) 
Graduation expenses IO 
Janitor service 450 
Fuel 600 
Water 9 
Light and power 40 
Building and janitors’ supplies 15 
Minor repairs 400 
Repair & replacement of equipm’t 100 
Transportation 1,500 
Elementary school tuition 400 
Insurance 
Rent 
Alteration of old buildings 
New equipment 100 
Defieit 1917-1918 " [21 
Total 


School Feb. 


OO 


OO 


00 
88 


eee PLAOZ TAS 


The amount of money required by law to be raised 
at the school meeting in March 1918 is at the rate of 
$1,957.50 a year. To obtain state aid (other conditions 
being fulfilled) the district must raise $4,487.87 for one 
year’s appropriation. At this meeting the law requires 
school districts to raise enough money to support the 
schools for one year and a half in order to make the 
school fiscal year end August 31, 1919. ‘Therefore the 
above sums are not of material significance because 
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much more must be appropriated if the schools are to 
be maintained as they have been in the past. 
Bu ‘ie * 
Estimated amt. of money necessary 
to support the schools from 
Feb. 15, 1918 to Sept. 1, 1919 $14,971 88 
Estimated income from State and 
local funds 1,950 00 
Amount to be raised March 1918 -———— $13,021 8&8 


Note: In addition to the above there should be raised 
either $550 for an extra teacher or $275 to pay tuition 
in other High Schools if it is desired to provide classi- 
cal education for the few pupils who really need it to 
carry out their plans. Also the'sum of $100 should be 
appropriated if the medical inspection act is adopted. 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


To the School Board of Amherst: 


I herewith submit my second report as Superinten- 
dent of Schools. The school enrollment is about the 
same as last year, there being only ten less pupils than . 
in February, 1917. The number of tardinesses -during 
the last school year was very much too large. The pu- 
pils at the Border Street School (No. 2) were the worst 
offenders in spite of the efforts of the teacher to improve - 
the record. ‘The Ponemah School has the cleanest rec- 
ord for pupils being on time. The intermediate room 
at the Center had a fair record, about one tardiness per 
pupil. This should not be exceeded by any school. Par- 
ents and pupils ought to work with the teacher in elim- 
inating tardiness both as a matter of pride in the 
school’s record and as a means of training the children 
in habits of promptness. The average percent of at- 
tendance is a little below the state average. Especially 
to be commended is the Chestnut eel school with its 
record of 99 per cent. 


Teachers 


The present school year has brought us ten teachers 
new to Amherst. There was a complete change in the 
High school faculty. Mr. W. J. Nelson began the year. 
as headmaster of the High School. MHis able and ef- 
ficient administration started the school upon a pros- 
perous year. At the close of the first term he resigned to 
enter the officers’ training camp at Ayer. His place was 
filled by Rodney S$. Jenkins, a senior at New Hampshire 
College, who was released from attendance at college 
for the remainder of the year. Mr. Jenkins, in addition 
to his college training in agriculture, has had several 
years’ experience in practical farming. Miss Mildred 
Hunnewell resigned in January as teacher of No. 7 school 
to accept a position as teacher of domestic arts. Her 
successor is Miss Cora Holbrook of Amherst. 
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Repairs 


The large intermediate room at the Center School 
has been divided by a practically sound-proof partition. 
The smaller part has been made into a laboratory; the 
larger part provides ample room for the fourth, fifth, 
and sixth grades. The accommodations for these 
grades are really better than before. The seats were 
moved over near the windows and turned ‘so that the 
light comes from the left. Previously all the seats were 
in the middle of the room, removed from all windows, 
subject to cross lights and shadows, and too far from 
the blackboards. The new wall at the right of the room 
should have a blackboard its whole length. 

The room upstairs at the rear of the main High 
School.room now accommodates the domestic arts de- 
partment. This saves hiring a room outside and does 
away with trips outdoors in all sorts of weather. 

A sink has been placed in the new laboratory and a 
drain of cement has been made by the boys under the 
basement floor. A pump furnishes water. The School 
Board completed the equipment by providing tablet arm 
chairs. These are preferable to settees as they permit 
a variety in arrangement to suit conditions and furnish 
a place for writing. Desks would be impossible, of 
course, in the laboratory. 

In the basement the old store-room for supplies has 
been remodelled to serve as a tool-room. Mr. Wyman 
and his boys are now remodelling the basement stairs, 
making them more convenient for both feet and heads. 
The smoke from the forges is still a nuisance, but this 
can be remedied by installing a blower to help the draft 
in the flue. 

New curtains have been provided for the windows, 
an improvement which is both practical and aesthetic. 

No. 7 school was remodelled last summer to conform 
to the requirements of a modern schoolhouse. The 
light now comes from the left and rear of the pupils. 
There are a few trees near the building which cut off 
the light and these should be cut down. 

No. g school has been papered and painted inside. 

A new flag pole, which was presented by Mr. Daniel 
Hayden of Hollis, has been placed at No. 3 school. 


44 


No. 10 school is now closed and the five pupils who 
would attend there are being transported to the village. 


Work of the Schools. 


A series of tests has been started to determine the 
efficiency of school work. In the test in the fundament- 
als of arithmetic the Amherst schools made the best 
showing in the four towns in this district. Amherst also 
led in some spelling tests given last year. The schools 
are on the whole doing better work this year than last. 

In my report of last year I spoke of the difficulty of 
four teachers handling the whole work of six grades 
with three different curricula (classical, domestic arts, 
and agricultural.) Each teacher had eight recitation 
periods daily and in some cases a wide variety of sub- 
jects. With our small corps of teachers we are attempt- 
ing too much. The matter was carefully considered at 
several meetings of the school board and it was felt 
that we should do only one thing, but do it well—namely 
give our pupils a practical education and prepare for 
one college, the New Hampshire State College at Dur- 
ham. That meant dropping the classical curriculum and 
making a few changes in the two remaining. If any pu- 
pils still desire a classical course, they might be sent, at 
the town’s expense, to another high school, provided, of 
course, the next meeting of the school district approved. 
We did not want to make so radical a. change without 
consulting the parents, so a public meeting was announc- 
ed for consideration of this important matter and held in 
the town hall. After a thorough discussion the majority 
present expressed the opinion that a practical arts high 
school better met the needs of Amherst pupils than the 
classical type. Accordingly the Latin courses were drop- 
ped when the program was made for this year; history 
courses were substituted for French; the last two years 
of shop work were replaced by Road-building and For- 
estry and Principles of Business; music and art subjects 
were omitted; and mathematics required for both boys 
and girls. This program has been approved by our 
State Department of Public Instruction and assurance 
has been given that pupils prepared under this program 
will be admitted to the state college. Those pupils who 
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had started Latin have been permitted to continue the 
study under the guidance of one of the teachers. 


PROGRAM OF AMHERST HIGH SCHOOL 717 & ’18 


Grades 7 & 8 


United States History, Elementary Science, Agricul- 
ture, Mathematics, Carpentry or Domestic Arts, English. 


Agriculture 


Grade g: English, Agonomy, Carpentry, Algebra. 

Grade 10: English, Horticulture, Blacksmithing, Geo- 
metry. 

Grade 11: English, Animal Husbandry, Physics, 
Road Building and Forestry. 

Grade 12: English, Constitutional History of the U.S. 
Farm Management, Principles of Business. 


Domestic Arts 


Grade 9: English, Cooking and Sewing, Ancient His- 
tory, Algebra. 

Grade 10: English, Household Appliances, Medieval 
and Modern History, Geometry. 

Grade 11: English, Physiology and Nursing, Physics, 
English History. 

Grade 12: English, Constitutional History of the 
United States, Household Management, Principles of 
Business. 


This program gives a complete course in history to 
the girls, a subject which is probably more beneficial to 
our pupils than a foreign language. The course in Prin- 
ciples of Business gives the pupil a knowledge of the 
laws and forms of the common transactions of life. Fach 
teacher now has seven periods a day instead of eight as 
last year. 

Carpentry and Blacksmithing have been taught by 
Mr. L. F. Wyman. The headmaster devotes his whole 
time to agricultural subjects and it is thus possible to 
do more field work. Last year about a third of the head- 
master’s time was taken by the classes in Carpentry. Un- 
der Mr. Wyman’s instruction the boys have done very 
creditable work. In fact poor workmanship is not tol- 
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erated. The boys removed a stump in the school yard 
and made a place to play basketball in good weather : 
they made and erected the basket supports. They also 
suspended a trapeze from a tree in the yard. A see-saw 
is in process of construction. Among the articles made 
in this department are these: a dining table and a cook- 
ing table for the domestic arts department, a wood box 
and crickets for No. 3 school, and various articles which 
the boys made for themselves. 


The two courses in domestic arts given this year are 
the first (cooking and sewing) and the fourth (household 
management.) ‘The girls in the first course canned 106 
pints of preserves last fall, the greater part of which was 
for townspeople. Four meals have been served. ‘In sew- 
ing they have made aprons, underclothing, dresses and 
articles of bedding. The other course has studied the 
details of household management and dietetics. 


Our state legislature has accepted the provisions of 
the Smith-Hughes law which grants federal aid for vo- 
cational schools provided they fulfil certain requirements. 
It is with satisfaction that | am able to report that our 
High School with its present equipment, program, 
teaching staff, and type of work already meets nearly all 
of these requirements. All that remains to be done is to 
add courses dealing with Farm Tools, Mechanism, and 
Power ; History of Agricultural Development and Farm 
Engineering and General Science. The instructor must 
be employed for twelve months in order that he may be 
on hand during the summer to supervise the home pro- 
jects of the boys. This supervision is absolutely neces- 
sary. The extra expense for this will be covered by the 
federal aid received. The amount of this aid will depend 
upon the number of high schools in this state which 
qualify for a share of the sum assigned to New Hamp- 
shire. It will probably be $150-$300. Our school has 
already applied for this federal aid. A satisfactory re- 
port of the boys’ work last summer has been sent to the 
State Board of Vocational Education. One of my most 
earnest desires will be fulfilled when I can see a complete 
course in agriculture in the Amherst High School with 
a competent instructor on duty the entire year. It has 
always seemed to me that our attempts at agricultural 
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instruction were futile when we painstakingly started our 
boys on farming projects only to leave them in June to 
their own devices for three months at just the time when 
all the work must be done. Our High School ought to 
be a center of information for the community and attract 
students from the surrounding towns who desire this 
type of education. This goal can be realized if we adopt 
the plan outlined under the Smith-Hughes law. An ad- 
ditional teacher of agriculture will, however, ultimately 
be necessary. The present number of teachers will suf- 
fice for next year if we make certain undesirable altera- 
tions in the courses, i. e., omit some each year, to be given 
the following year. 


I should appreciate an expression of opinion by the 
voters of the district as to whether we shall continue to 
limit our work to agriculture and domestic arts courses 
or again give a classical curriculum in addition to these 
two. I think some provision should be made for those 
pupils who desire a Latin course (including French). 
Either money sould be appropriated to pay their tuition 
in another high school or we shold offer the work here: 
To do this satisfactorily we need an additional teacher 
because the headmaster’s entire time is taken by the in- 
increased number of agricultural subjects and therefore 
all the academic studies are handled by the assistant 
teachers. Up to this year the headmaster was able to 
teach some academic subjects besides his classes in agri- 
culture. An assistant will require about $550 a year. 
There are now five pupils taking Latin, two of whom 
will probably graduate in June. ‘Tuition at the Milford 
High School is $55 a year. Therefore it is less expen- 
sive to send classical pupils to another school than to 
give them the same instruction here. This matter must 
be decided one way or the other. The budget of esti- 
mated expenditures does not allow for either settlement 
Therefore the district should raise in addition to the 
amount indicated in the budget either $550 for an ad- 
ditional teacher or $275 to pay tuition of five possible 
classical pupils in an outside High School. It might 
be said that even if we engage an extra teacher, there 
is no room at the school building which may be assigned 
to her. Our school in its growth will soon reach the 
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predicament of the rapidly growing boy whose youthful 
suit of clothes is distressingly inadequate for the duties 
expected of it. 

On account of the general scarcity of fuel it was 
thought advisable to prolong the Christmas vacation 
two weeks to conserve coal and wood. This proved to 
be a wise course as the weather was extremely cold 
during this extra vacation. 


Change in Supervisory District — 


The supevisory district has been enlarged this year 
by the addition of Mont Vernon. There are now 50 
teachers in this district, the largest number in any 
union district in the state according to the State Sup- 
erintendent’s last report. It is necessary to have as- 
sistance in attending to the administrative and clerical 
work and accordingly I have secured the services of 
Mrs. Ellen Gunnison as secretary. Her very able work 
in the office has made it possible to transact efficiently 
more business than would have been possible otherwise. 
She has attended to the correspondence, records, state 
and government reports, the preparation and distribu- 
tion of notices, supplies, etc., and other details of the 
office. This has given the superintendent more time to 
devote to the work of supervision. 


Medical Inspection 


Laws of 1917, chapter 14, section 1. “The school 
board of every city, union, special or town school dis- 
trict, shall hereafter cause to be inserted in the warrant 
for the annual meeting of said district an article relating 
to the adoption of the provisions of chapter 83 of the 
Laws of 1913, providing for the medical inspection of 
schools, unless said district has already adopted the pro- 
visions of said chapter.” 

In any town which adopts medical inspection the 
School Board appoints one or more physicians of not 
less than five years’ experience who shall at least once 
a year examine every pupil and teacher and inspect the 
grounds and buildings. If any defects are found in a 
pupil, notice is sent to the parent or guardian, who is 
supposed to have the child treated by his regular physi- 
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cian. ‘The school physician does not supplant the regu- 
lar family doctor. He merely notifies parents of defects 
which he observes: further action then rests with the 
parent. If a parent or guardian protests in writing 
against the examination of his or her child, such child 
will not be examined by the school physician unless af- 
flicted with a contagious disease. 

The physical condition of each child is recorded, after 
the annual examination, on blank forms prepared by the 
state. Therefore at each examination it can readily be 
seen whether defects indicated by the previous examina- 
tion have been remdied or allowd to grow worse. These 
records are accessible to proper persons at any time so 
that parents can have accurate information about the 
physical development of their children precisely as they 
receive information on report cards about the mental 
development. ‘The examination by the school physician 
often reveals troubles which were either unknown or 
mildly suspected and accordingly neglected. It is far 
better to attend to defects in their incipient stages when 
a cure is surer, easier, and quicker. Very often a child’s 
slow progress in his lessons is due to some physical ail- 
ment. The regular medical inspection discovers these 
cases and points out the remedy. The annual examina- 
tion includes tests of sight and hearing. 

Everyone interested in the welfare of children will 
readily appreciate the value of a system of thorough 
medical inspection. The expense is not large and is not 
to be considered in comparison to the benefits to the pu- 
pils. Until an agreement is actually made with some 
physicians it is difficult to state the expense definitely: 
but I recommend that a sum of one hundred dollars be 
appropriated to carry out the provisions of the medical 
inspection act 1f the voters accept it. 

There has been the utmost harmony in all my work 
with the School Board and teachers so that I can unre- 
servedly say that the performance of my duties has been 
both a privilege and a pleasure. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALFRED W. SMITH. 
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Edna Gladys Burtt 
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VITAL STATISTICS. 


To the Selectmen of Amherst, N. H.: 

In compliance with an act of the Legislature enacted 
June session, 1887, requiring “clerks of towns and cities 
to furnish a transcript of the record of births, marriages 
and deaths to the municipal officers for publication in the 
annual reports,” I submit the following. 

WILLIAM W. SLOAN, 
Town Clerk. 
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